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Rural landowners across Montana and South Dakota and all the way to Texas are facing the construction of a 36” industrial pipeline across their property. The Keystone XL Pipeline is being proposed to deliver Canadian tar sands to refineries in the United States. Landowners in Montana, and North and South Dakota have put together the Montana Dakota Pipeline Safety Landowner Exchange Project to educate landowners, local officials and other stake holders about pipeline safety during the construction and operation so that they can best prepare for the pipeline being built on their land and in their counties. The purpose of the Montana Dakota Pipeline Safety Landowner Exchange Project is to educate a delegation of landowners who will then return to their communities and share information they learn about the on-the-ground realities of pipeline construction in a very similar pipeline currently being built in North Dakota.


The project is sponsored by the Northern Plains Resource Council (Northern Plains), a Montana tax-exempt nonprofit founded in 1972. The project will provide needed information to landowners by providing a number of those landowners the opportunity to meet with public officials, pipeline company officials, and landowners in areas where similar pipeline construction has already taken place, or is well under way. We will also organize a "fly-over" of the pipeline as well as an on-the-ground tour of accessible parts of the pipeline under construction to view and speak with company officials about the techniques being used. These landowners will gain information about the prevention of safety problems, as well as the response to and remediation of problems that occur. 


The areas of Montana and South Dakota to be crossed by the Keystone XL Pipeline are areas where a significant proportion of people rely on ground water for domestic and agricultural uses. Preventing any contamination of ground water by a pipeline failure is therefore a high priority.

Project Goals, Objectives

· To bring 5 Montanans and 5 South Dakotans affected by planned pipeline construction to North Dakota at the site of the construction of the Keystone Pipeline. These visitors will meet with individuals currently dealing with a pipeline very similar in purpose and size and being constructed in similar terrain. These contacts will include county commissioners, fire fighters, weed control officers, legislators, landowners affected by pipeline construction, and pipeline company officials.

· To provide staff support in the logistics of arranging a field tour, meetings and reporting for these 10 landowners.

· To produce a written report that summarizes the information gained and recommendations for safety practices and procedures from this field tour, including photos and video, and making it available to the general public.

· To disseminate this information directly to affected landowners and county officials such as commissioners, fire districts, weed control officers, and legislators in Montana and South Dakota through a series of meetings, by posting it on our website, and by announcing it in local media.


Northern Plains will organize a field tour to North Dakota, where a similar pipeline is under construction. We will bring approximately 8 landowners and 2 staff, and will schedule meetings with pipeline company officials, public officials, and affected landowners in a field tour we anticipate lasting 3 days. We anticipate that the tour will take place in late summer 2009. In the interest of time, we hope to arrange air transportation for the field tour participants. We will collaborate with a North Dakota nonprofit organization, the Dakota Resource Council, in making on-the-ground arrangements for the field tour.


When the field tour is complete, Northern Plains staff will work with the landowner participants to distill the information collected on the field tour in order to make it readily understandable and usable to other landowners along the pipeline’s route.


We will schedule meetings back in Montana and South Dakota where the participating landowners can disseminate the information they glean on the tour. In addition, Northern Plains will produce printed information – also to be posted on the Internet – that makes the information more accessible to a wider audience. We will mail that information directly to landowners on the pipeline’s route. This information will be made available to other landowners along the route (in Nebraska, Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas) with whom we don’t yet have contact.  

Timetable


This project will be completed within 6 months, start to finish. We anticipate scheduling the field trip for late summer 2009, and the follow-up activities before the end of 2009.

Organizational Qualifications, Transfer of Knowledge


The Northern Plains Resource Council has worked since 1972 to seek solutions to natural resource conflicts in rural Montana. We have extensive experience working with technical experts, policy makers, and impacted people to develop methodologies and practices that minimize or avoid pollution and dangerous conditions that pose threats to family agriculture, water quality and rural communities. As an example, we have contributed substantially to the positive development of the nation’s only platinum/palladium mine through Northern Plains’ “Good Neighbor Agreement” with the Stillwater Mining Company. The Good Neighbor Agreement, created in 2000, has ensured that platinum/palladium mining proceeds in a way that allows for industrial development while protecting water quality and public safety.


Northern Plains has a professional staff that can function to organize the complex logistics of the landowner exchange. Further, we have the capability to produce professional quality reports and the infrastructure to disseminate the information via mail, email, the Internet, and a series of meetings in the most impacted areas. We have a longstanding relationship with organizations and landowners in two of the other impacted states – North Dakota and South Dakota – to assist us in organizing the tour.  


It has been Northern Plains’ experience that better policies and projects come from a more informed and involved citizenry. That is our purpose with the Montana Dakota Pipeline Safety Landowner Exchange Project.
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